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For the wild fishery this trend is not primarily due to:
1. More harvesters
2. Improved gear efficiency
3. Decline in competition from Louisiana 

Data source: Jim Wesson, VMRC
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For the wild fishery, I suggest that it is primarily due to:
1. Better fisheries management
2. Improved restoration efforts
3. Development of some disease resistance in wild populations 

Data source: Jim Wesson, VMRC
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For the wild fishery, the inter-annual pattern is driven by:
1. Occasional recruitment peaks 
2. Harvesting
3.  Low disease mortality
4.  Low recruitment since 2012 
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2015 Aquaculture Production:

51,000 bushels

Data source: Mitch Tarnowski, MD-DNR



In most, but not necessarily all, locations planting a thin veneer of 

shells has not been sufficient to promote the development of a 

sustainable reef.

Recruitment + New shell growth <  Shell loss rate



Greater attention to habitat architecture

Sufficient 3-D structure to:

Å Enhance growth and survival

Å Provide persistence of shell substrate



Tributary -scale restoration plans that  include:

Detailed bottom mapping

Understanding connections between 

reefs

Pre- and post restoration monitoring

From NOAA Ches.Bay Office 



Fisheries management: Holistic approach which includes, harvest targets 

based on recent surveys, rotational harvest, and sanctuary reefs.

Rappahannock River, Virginia


